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 and the 
Qing 

as it tried to sustain its precarious autonomy in dealing with the great powers at the turn of  
the twentieth century, amid unadulterated imperialist maneuvers and “diplomacy without 

 
contemporary individuals, be they of  the activities 

deathbed of  empire.” Wayne Patterson’s book 
At the Deathbed of  Empire, 1896–1904 is a superb work in this regard. Within each chapter 
and largely as a whole, it records the words and experiences of  William Franklin Sands 

 (1874-1946), nominally the highest-ranking foreigner in the government during 
the years 1900-1902, along with those of  others closely involved in Sands’ life and career 
trajectory mostly during the   period, in a sleek way and with an 
effective approach of  narrative analysis. 

In his preface Patterson informs us that he has not relied on the material in Sands’ 
autobiographic memoir Undiplomatic Memories: The Far East, 1896–1904. He gives the reason 
why the memoir, standing alone, is a conveniently ‘diplomatic’ – not ‘undiplomatic’ – account 

perspectives and biases, 
with many of  the events having been either omitted or glossed over such that there are 
noticeable discrepancies between it and the primary documentary evidence. By competently 

William Franklin Sands Papers

provides detailed accounts of  what Sands did and went through 
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in  from early 1896 to early 1904, 
deftly complemented by, among other materials included in the Papers, the correspondence 

 capital of  Hans g  
in 1898-

1899. Undiplomatic Memories and Patterson’s work complement each other so well that anyone 

highly informative. 
Chapter 1 is a prologue that sets the tone for how Sands came to settle in 

U.S. Legation in Tokyo. Here three facts are worthy of  note: the spoils system from which 

the opportunity to come to 
 First, the elder Sands, a rear admiral 

in the US Navy, made use of  his political connections, even arranging for his son to meet 

legation. Later, when the younger Sands lost that position with the change in administration 

Legation in Hans g. These events are chronicled with relevant quotations so as to give a 
sense of  how the spoils system worked in the U.S. administrations at the time. Second, it was 

to go to Hans

I had more presence of  mind and less scruple, I would have been Minister at 22[23]” (p. 12), 

for his son’s ‘reticence,’ instead of  commenting on both the father and the son’s vanity in 

unexploited. Two unpleasant episodes in Nagasaki serve as useful additions with which to 
help understand how Sands got to have a more balanced evaluation – which would work to 

be a key element in 
Sands’ struggle in navigating through his public life during the period in question, is gradually 
revealed starting in Chapter 2 self-interested affairs and those that 
would border on both, with  as Sands’ superior from 1898 to1899 and not even in 

and its , one conspicuous element that sets 
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this volume apart from his memoir, is also introduced in this chapter. How he eventually 
‘

) 
page 23) and endemic factionalism, with people who might improve only “under a foreign 

brought Sands into the court. Note 25 on page 34 cites Yun Ch’i-ho’s diary entry that 
hints about an indigenous pull working for it. This, if  elaborated upon, could have led to an 
illuminating account of  domestic factional interests combined with the court’s calculation to 

ems with Li Yong-ik , one of  the most 

averse to threatening to resign. The author points out another noteworthy episode in which 
 McLeavy Brown, British Chief  Commissioner 

 While previously having a 
high opinion of  Brown’s penny-pinching methods, now Sands – as hired by the 
– would develop a strong dislike for Brown, due to the commissioner’s 
control that left necessary expenses unpaid for, on top of  the house occupancy issue where 
Sands found that Brown “had taken my house and put a lady in it” during his leave of  

to a violent quarrel with Brown (pp. 39-41). There were already several reasons for which 

the U.S. Legation. Thus the disagreement over Brown’s retention was just one reason among 

Chapter 4 chronicles Sands’ deep involvement in putting down the 1901 Cheju Uprising, 
Undiplomatic Memories. This chapter stands 

out for its narrative value and description of  Sands’ view on the event. Handwritten 
materials from the Sands Papers

is where the author writes that Sands “appointed a new governor for Cheju, Yi Chae-ho” 

since there was still residual unrest” (p. 57). In Undiplomatic Memories, Sands does not mention 
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commissioned to be part of  the quelling operation since he was afterward honored for his 
role by the whether Sands had indeed 
been invested with such power to appoint a provincial magistrate.

Chapter 5 and Chapter 6 deal with the factors that either institutionally or personally 

to the Imperial Household Department and, provisionally, as ‘acting advisor to the Foreign 

who were hostile to him for “his 
, and the Russians who tried twice to 

unseat him, and how he would carry on to stay in his position, all the while he gradually lost 

and some support from his business friends. But Patterson convincingly demonstrates that 

would consider Sands “still as his subordinate and a most ungrateful one” “daring to share 

unwittingly or not, undercut Sands in an increasingly toxic relationship all through Sands’ 

of  highly intriguing episodes.
Several issues Sands found himself  trapped in are featured in Chapter 7. He had 

practically been eased out by early 1903, with a Belgian adviser appointed in his place while he 
was away on a business trip to Peking. In another blow to him, the 

, in order to house distinguished guests, 
but he initially refused to leave arguing that the hiring of  the Belgian adviser was a breach 

either transmitted by Sands’ interpreter or otherwise, if  available, could be a cue on whether 

corruption or seemingly inexorable internal decay to cold-blooded foreign ‘intervention’ 
are introduced in Chapter 8, which makes the chapter, though brief, a valuable reference 

would have been helpful to see the translated version of  such memorials, if  any, particularly 
in regard to Sands’ advocacy of  absolute neutrality. His policy suggestion of  neutrality to 

“to the world our ability to govern our country wisely” (p. 108) might sound, in retrospect, 

is remarkable for its orientation toward promoting genuine independence. His argument for 
the need for competent advisers and for enhancing their ranks and power would seem valid as 
well. It would thus have been better if  the author had presented the memorials more fully or 
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own wishes (p. 101).

February 1904, is narrated in Chapter 9. In a retort to Homer Hulbert, who belatedly argued 
Korea Review, Sands claimed 

for the reason why he did not accept the government’s request to accompany an embassy to 

not give an extensive content analysis of  what Sands would say in this respect. By the way, a 

use in paying out money owed by him after his departure, calling it “not only unnecessary, 
but insulting” and adding that “[m]y word has generally been considered good” (p. 122), may 
serve as a negative role model [ ] as one with a temper and undue self-congratulation.

1904–1946,” shows how Sands mellowed in his opinions of  

is similarly Undiplomatic Memories) and 
by his repeated proposals through the 1930s and until 1945 to be of  service to the U.S. 

“would be the 

the spoils system at the time in the United States, whose father was not above exploiting 
his government contacts for his son. In depicting these two sides, Patterson has skillfully 
interweaved Sands’ picturesque public life with his personal opportunities and constraints, 
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producing an exemplary work for its methodological approach, meticulous treatment of  

descendants – to collect complementary evidence to back up the existing textual evidence.

at the top level despite some contradictory narrative and a little self-conceit on his part.

by two or more different persons are combined in one citation in the notes. This might leave 
some readers wanting to know which is which, if  they wish to locate exactly where each 

 

 but also 

diplomats as well as weaving them in an abundant amount of  direct 
quotations throughout this volume in 
relating to the characters of  the story. The end result is this pleasantly readable biographical 
work, well-researched and insightful, that will be found worthy of  attention by scholars of  
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Memory Construction and the Politics of  Time in Neoliberal South Korea is in essence about the 
“afterlives” of  the  project1 but is also about how neoliberalism has had a profound 

only the economy, social and political systems, and culture that have undergone neoliberal 
transformations, but also how collective memory has been reshaped by neoliberal rationality. 

1 
minjung as endowed with a coherent and unifying political identity.” Namhee Lee, 
Democracy and the Politics of  Representation in South Korea (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2007), 2.
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